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been an alteration in the route. A new
survey had been made, plans and speci-
fieations drawn and tenders called. The
work would be pressed on with as fast as
possible. It was always the way—every-
body wanted his particular railway first.
The member should be satisfied to take
the assurance of the Premier that no time
would be lost. If we could cormmence
the work before the end of the financial
year it would be done

Vote—Depurtmental, £65,918:

Tterm : Salaries. I'ublic Works Depart-
ment, £40,329:

Mr. BATH: In the diseussion on the
Loan Bill he had pointed out the increase
in the amount allocated to a loan vote by
way of salaries. This was & convenient
way of showing an apparent saving,
while as a matter of fact it was not a
saving at all. It was characteristic of
the economic methods of the Govern-
ment.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.24 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Friday, 5th February, 1909.
Pace
Bills : Eunl:mpnl Corporations Act Amendment "

Limited Partnerships, 1., 2. 1984
Fremlgntle Mumcxpn.l Tmmlmys and Ele::trlc ® 086

Loan, £1 445.000 all Btn.gea . 1591
Ad]onmment..l’ g arnog t8 ... . 1895

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read: prayers.

BILL — MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TIONS ACT AMENDMENT,.
Withdrawn.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D, Connolly): I ask leave to with-
draw ihis Bill. It was printed rather
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“meni and has come to us.

Limited Portnerships Bill,

hurviedly and L find considerable altera-
linn is necessary. 1 think il would be
better to withdraw the Bill and introduce
a fresh one,

Bill, by leave, \uth(lmwn

PARTNERSHIPS.
Asgsem-

Bl1EL—LIMLTIED
Received frowm the Legislative
biy and read a first thne,

Neeond  Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading of the Bill said: 1t is not neces-
sary for me to speak at any length,
firstlv. because the prineiple invelved in
the Bill huas been adopted now for some
time in England. Tt is a Bill that was
uirder diseussion for a number of years
in Great Britain, and was approved of
by the diffevent Chambers of Commerce
there, and eventually passed the Imperial
Parliament. This, measure, with a slight
alteration whieh does not interfere with
the prineiple of the Bill, is a reprint of
the Tmperial Act. Then, again, the Bill
was introduced and passed through this
House in a previous session. It has just
heen passed by another braneh of Parlia-
I admit it is
somewlnat late to ask the House to assent
to a Bill of this eharacter, but for the
reasons I Liave wentioned it is not unrea-
sonable, even at this hour, to take the
Bill_ iuto  consideration.  Although the
Standing Ovders have been suspended, I
do not intend to press the Bill through to~
day, because we shall have to sit on an-
other day. If members did not become
acquainted with the provisions of the Bill
wlen it was before the Honse previously,
they will have time to study the measure
and become acqnainted with the provi-
sions; and those who remember the mea-
stire .of last session will have time to re-
fresh their wemories. This is a copy,
almost an exaet copy. of the Imperial
Act of 1907. It is a small Bill with some
slight alteration.

Hon, R. TW. Pennefather:
original? '

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Any
alteration? No.

Hon. J. W, Hacketi :

Anything

Anything novel?



Limited Partnerships Bill :

The COLONIAL SECRUTARY: No.
A oshnilar Bill was  introduced by Mr.
Mo=~. This Bill is slightly alieved, and
the alteraton 1 will point out (o members.
The ubject of the Bill iz {0 allow a man
to hecome a partner withoul incurring
the whole of the lability of the pariner-
ship.  In ahat respect it is very good,
becanse members know if one enters into
a partnership with any person one be-
comes a full partner, or is liable for all
the debrs of the partnership or the firm.
There i= not the least doubt it will help
considerably the snall mining companies.
T know in many mining transactions or
nmining businesses it will be of benefit. [
know small companies have the option of
torming themselves into no-liability ecomn-
panies. but that iz expensive for small
corporations. They have to go all through
the procedure, have to aet rewistered under
the Companies Act, pay the different fees.
which run inte a good deal of money.
Thai ean be avoided under the Bill. A
man canl pay a certain amount to enter
a minng venture, say £500, and his lia-
hility ends there. Though he may diraw
out £400 of the £300 originally put into
the business, siill he is liable for the
whole amount of that £300. but he is not
linhle for the debis of 1he partnership;
henee it is called, T presume, a Limited
Partnerships Bill.  Then agnin T think
it will have am exceedingly good effeet in
a new country, by inducing people to
Juin small commereial eompanies or firms.
Meambers may kuow of many deserving
voung men who would like to start, sax
engineering works. A couple of working
engineers mayv desire fo start, but they
have very little capital. It appeals to a
man of business as a good investment to
Join them, and so he puts in £500 or
£1000 to start the business, which may
erow into a very big concern. In joining
with A and B, C becomes liable for any
liabilitv that may oceur. any aceident, or
any bad luck which may take place in
trading, and may render himself liable for
perhaps £600 or £700 as a pariner. and
he would become liable for all the debts
of the firm: that has a deterring effect on
anyone entering into a ecompany. If a
mam can enfer a parinership as this Bitl}
provides, as a Hmited partner, and as I
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Necond Reading 1985.

have already said, invest an amount of
£50). he is prepared to risk that amount,.
he kows what amount he 15 linble for.
Thiz measure will have a gond effect in
enevuraging business men to help, or in
wining, to back small mining men in busi-
ness, and thereby help to gzer industries
established iu this State.

Haon, T. F. 0. Brimage + Does the Bill,
provide for what “say” a partner has in
the business?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes.
The company has also to be registered,
as firms ave registered now, The measure-
turther provides that a limited partner
shall not take any part in the manage-
weat, if e dves he ceases lo be a limited
partirer and thereby inereases his liability.
Brieflv. those are the principles of the
Bill. It iz, as I said before, almost an
exact copy of the Imperial Act of 1907.
There is g slight alteration from the Bill’
introduced by Mr. Moss and which passed
this House last session or the session pre-
vious. Members have not had an oppor-
tunity of becoming acnuainied with the-
principles of the Bill, therefore, although
the Standing Orders have been suspended’
T do net wish to press the Bill through
to-day, TIf the adjournment of the de-
hate is moved to the next sitting day of’
the House T shall not object to it.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER
{North): T am in thorough aecord with
the provisions of this Bill, and I think
it ought to become law. It has received’
the imprint of the Imperial Legislature;
it has alsp been adopted in most of the-
Fastern States, and has alveady practi-
cally passed this Chamber [est session.
The object of the Bill is to make for the-
developnient of trade. There is no doubt
about it, that is a verv desirable thing.
A person may go to a limited extent into-
a liability without ineurring the whole ex-
tent of the liability. The public are pro-
tected. because the extent of the liability
has to he registered, and it is open lo the
public to know what is the extent of the
liability to the public. T have much plea-
sure in supporting the seeond reading of
the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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(Sitting suspended from 4.47 to 7.30
pm.)

BILL — FREMANTLE  MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING AMENDMENT.

Al Stages.
Received from the Lepislative Assem-
bly and read a flrst time.

Second reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): In moving the second
reading of this Bill T may say it is not
one of a controversial eharacter at all,
it is purely a Bill of local interest to
the municipalities of Fremantle, East
Fremantle, and North Fremanfle. As
members are aware the Fremantle Tram-
ways Act of 1903 provides for the es-
tablishment of a tramways board elected
from the ratepayers of the different
municipalities, to control and work the
tramways of Fremantle. The tramways
of Fremantle, it will be remembered, are
worked by the manicipality and are
owned by them. It is not a proprietary
concern the same as the Perth tramways
are. Recently it was decided to extend
the tramway and they are in course of
extension, if they liave not already been
extended, to North Fremantle. This is
one of the reasons it is necessary to pro-
vide the increased capital. The eapital of
the tramways at the present is £100,000,
and it is proposed hy the Bill to inerease
the capital to £150,000; that is the main
object of the measure. The Bill further
makes provision te reduce the fees paid
to the members of the board. Seemingly
it was thought the members of the board
were receiving too much, and the Bill
provides that insfead of the chairman
receiving £200 per atnum as fermerly,
he shall only receive £100. Members,
other than ihe chajirman of the hoard
at present receive £150 a year. This
amending Bill reduees the amount (5 £75
The last elause of the Bill provides—

“*The councils of the said muni-
cipalities may deduct from any loan
funds raised under the provisions of
the principal Act, as amended by this

Aect, any moneys advanced out of

municipal funds for the purposes of
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the principal Aet, and apply the
moneys so deducted to the repayment
of the moneys so advanced.’’

That is necessary because the municip-
alities have advanced to the tramways
board the sum of £5,000 on aceonnt of
the shortness of the capital, and in an-
ticipation of the passing of this small
measure, It is therefore provided that
this money shall, or may be, retorned,
out of the extra £50,000 received, to the
persons who advavced it, namely, the
munieipality.

Hon, G. Randell:
of the increase?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
extension of the tramway to North Fre-
mantle. When the Aet was passed in
1803, it only provided for tramways in
Fremantle and Ea2st Fremantle. Sinece
then the trams have been extended, or
are in eourse of extension—I believe
they are running—to North Fremantle,

Hon. G. Randell: They are running.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Does ihis Bill ex-
tend the sphere of electric lighting in
any wav?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: BEvi-
dently sufficient capital was not provided
in the Act of 1903, and it is necessary
to increase the capital from £100,000 to
£150,600. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. M. L. MOS8 (West): T do uot
think the hon. member has given quite
a correct statement of the case, heeause
the money expended in North Fremantle
in eonneetion with the extension of the
trams was never provided out of the
monevs that the tramways board were
authorised to borrow by the Aci of
1903. The money raised under the Aect
of 1903 was expended in the scheme of
tramwayvs in East Fremantle and Fre-
mantle, and the ejectric lighfing scheme
for Fremantle and East Fremantle, and
none of the money was expended at
North Fremantle:

The Colonial Secrefary: L said it was
for the extension of the tramways (o
North Fremantle.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: That is not so.
The tramways are laid down in Nortk

What is the reason
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Fremanile, They raised the moneyx thew-
selves. Il is o separate and distinet har-
rain from what was done at Fremanile
and East Fremantle. By special Aet
passed in 1906 Novth Fremantle obiain-
ed auwthority from Parvliameri to ralse
the necessary money for tramways, The
£30.000 additional borrowing power now
sought i= to enable ihe tramway board
to Auplieafe lines, to get further volling
stock. and fe do varvious things in con-
nection with the extension of the scheme
authorised by the Aet of 1903,  None
of the memey has been, or is intended 1o
be espended in Norvtlr Fremantle. The
next clause of the Bill enables o redue-
tion of the pavwent io the members
of the hoard from £150 1o £75.
The Fremantle Board eannot extend the
trams outside of ihe Easl Fremantle
and Fremantle districts, or extend their
lines io olher districts withont the eon-
sent of the Governor-in-Couneil. If the
Executive Council consent to the exten-
sion then it may take place. One cannot
shut one’s cves to the faet of what goes
on vutside this Chamber.  There has
been lobbying going aon. People inter-
ested in an electric light scheme st Cot-
tesloe resented the extension. of the
powers of the board because it bhrought
them inte eompebition with them. I
believe the cost for light at Cottesloe
is  higher than anywhere else iv the
State.  One can undersiand, thereforve,
that people conneclted with the works
there do not desire competition. I do not
think it is intended to spend any oif the
money which will be ratsed under this
measure in that dirvection. The avea of
operations of the bhoard is large and it
may be extended with Lhe consent of
the Governor-in-Council.  The Govern-
ment have the responsibility of seeing
that the Fremantle hoard de not exrend
their operations wnduly.  Assuming, how-
ever, that  they are guing 1o extend
vperations to Buckland IIill it 1z a ~ood
thing for the public there thar there iz
likely to be enmpetition.

Hon. R. LAURTE (West): The faets
in connection with this Bill have been
sel ont clearly by Mr. Moss, bnt one
of the reasons for raising fhe money is
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that  ever sinee the Fremantle hoard
have been al work {hey have heeu crip-
pled for want of funds. Tn the past the
Fremantle Council have lent the board
some £8,000, nwing to the capital not
being sufficient for the work veqiiied to
be undertaken. The oviginal capital was
L100.000 and when that gave out it was
necessary for ilte Tramways Board, when-
ever they wanted more money, *o gu eap
in hand to the municipality and bocrow
funds. Thev had 1o do this when they
wanted (o put in an additional {eup or
Lo extend their operations somewhat, ov
in faet to undertake any of ihe meny
works whiel members will nnderstand
are necessary in counection with a hig
undertaking of this character. Under the
Tramways Act the couneil have 1o pro-
vide for any legitimate work ‘hat the
Tramways Board have to carey out. The
Fast Fremantle Couneil have te partici-
paie in this. The board pay whai they
can ont of revenue. but they have never
had enough eapital.  So far as Buekland
Hill is eoncerned, the Trawmways Board
will be in the same position, 1f this Bill
is passed, as (hey have been up to now.
Before they could extend operations to
that distriet they would have to get the
comsent of the Governor-in-Couneil. The
Tramways Board will have to hand back
at least £8,000 of the addifional suin to
be raised tuv the Fremantle Couneil. As
to the manner in which the extra capital
will be spent. tliere ave renewals in con-
nection with the works, additional power
is requived. and .ther waorks wili have
to be earried out, for whieh funds are
needed. This measurve simply gives au-
thority to borrow mware money. The work
of the board is being carried ont in a
very excellent manner, and wembers
need not fear that the monev will be
spent  oiherwise lhan properly. The
people of Fremautle have gained much
by the work of the hoard.

Hon. W! MALEY (South-East)}: I
can take no particular exception 10 this
Bill. and T veally think in these de-
pressed times it is encouraging (v lind
that the Fremantle people at least de-
sire to expand. and arve willing to laonneh
out and inecrease the works there. We
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are informed that they have power to
extend their operations and mway jpos-
sibly extend them to Buekland Eill, or
even on to the precinets of Perth. This
House cannot take exception to the Bill,
but they ean take exception to ihe
powers of the Governor-in-Council. Tt
would be well if the Government, when
a Bill like this is brought forward, to
put the case clearly before mewbers,
showing how far it is intended the ex-
tension of a partienlar work shonld go
and what interests Lthe exiension will be
Likely to elash with, The eleetiic light
works at Buekland Hill are, I heiicve,
the pioneer works of the distriet, and al-
though Buekland Hill and Cottesloe are
small places, still the interests there
should not be idly cast aside nor should
Parliament at any time destroy vested
interests. Members should be well in-
formed of every step taken, so that no
injustice should ever be done ic a pri-
vare enterprise which is the pioncer of
a distriect. We ave informed that there is
liable to be competition in  Buckland
Hill, but this House has not been in-
formed what the cxtension may lead to.
We shonld kunow exactly what effeels
the granting of tlis applieativn  will
have and to be informed of the real posi-
tion of affairs. The half explanations we
have received make it doubtful whether
we can deal fairly and squarely with the
apuestion on the information at vur dis-
posal.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL (Ma=iropolitan-
Suburban}: It seems to me from a per-
usal of this Bill in conjunetion with a
somewhat hurried perusal of the main
Aet, that the fault to be found, if there
is any, lies, not with this measure, but
with the parent Aet. The Act passed
in 1903 was a private one and contains,
among other pruvisions, Section 2, which
provides that the municipalities of ¥re-
mantle and East Fremantle should be
authorised and empowered {0 muke,
form, lay down. etcetera, tramways, to
alter and very the rontes within the said
municipalities; and then eomes ihe part
of the Bill which more particnlady 1s
of interest at this juncture, and that is
the provision that they can enter info an
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agreement with an adjoining junicipal-
ity or roads board (o extend the tram-
ways there. Power is given them (o enter
imto an  agreement with an adjeining
municipality, also o supply electricity
for motive or lighting purpese:. Tt is
stipulated, however, that these puwers
shall only be exercised with the consent
of the Governov-in-Couneil,  Whether
that is a good provision to put in an Act
of this sort or not is a matter of opimon.
Personally I do not think it is, for it
casts too much vesponsibility upon !he
Grovernor-in-Couneil.

Hon. M. L. Moss: You introduced that
Bill yourself.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Ii is a pri-
vate Bill and T do net think I introdieed
it; the hon. member introduced it, if I
remember rightly, in his capacity as one
of the members of the West Province,
and not in his capacity as my colleague.
At all events, even if I did introduce it,
I take this opportunity of saying if I
committed an error of judgment in the
past I own up to it. In any future
private or public Bill which gives con-
cessions of this sort the area should he
laid down in the Schedule and be alter-
able only by the will of Parliament,
This trouble has arisen from that see-
tion. I do net think it would be fair to
attempt Lo alter it in a hurried manner
as whatever fault there is lies in the
parent Aet and not the Bill. The pur-
poses of this Bill are absolutely legiti-
mate—firstly they are for an increasc of
capital neeessary for present operations,
and secondly, from motives of economy,
for a reduetion in the fees for the mem-
bers of the board. I have much pleasure
in sapporting the second reading.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
I cannot offer any cobjection to the Bill,
but I must express the opinion that *he
Bill is of a kind which should not be
brought down here at the last moment.
It was passed in another place without
very much consideration and sent tv us
at the closing hours of the session. Tt
is impossible for me to grasp all the Rill
may mean. I protest against any im-
proper and unfair ecompetition with those
who have already been supplying the dis-
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trict wmentioned with light. It is under-
stood that increased capital is needed
tv enable the Tramways Board tov extend
their operations. From reading ihe Rill
and hearing what has been said it seems
desirable that (he eapital should be in-
ereazed so ihat the plant can be eom-
pleted and the undertaking be properly
cquipped.  We are not here to protect
private enterprise byl we cectainly are
de~irons of encouraging it so long as it
does not infliet injury on the inhabiranis
of any lucality ur prevent progress from
being mumde. It is a pity we have mot
becn given a ehanee 1o compare the Bill
with the Aet or to understand thoroughly
the meaning of the Bill. I depreecate
uniair inferferenee with vested interests.
As o the present =upply of cleetricity
to the distriel mentioned I hear the price
i= bivher there than anywhere else in
the State. However, 1 do not complain
of tair and reasouable competition in
providhing faeilities and advautsges for
the meneral publie of any part of the
State. | lhave some dilficalty 5o regavd
te thi= Bill on that aceount. 1 do vot
intend to appese if. but in consideration
of the slate of affairs in this Chamber
a1 the elosing of the session. I must again
protesl against the hureried way we are
called npon Lo pass lerislation.  There is
another Bill here for a loan of nearly a
milion and a half of money, and there
i« no time in which to make ourselves
familiar with the purposes to which lhat
money is fo be applied.  However, T
shall =peak more upon that point when
the Rill is hefore the House. I do not
olfer any apposition 1o this Tramways
13ill.
et put minl paseed,
ST read o second time.

I Camaritler.
Cirvives 1 1o d=—awreed Lo,
Tile— anreed  to
(el reperted withont amendment ; the
rerar adupied.

Third Reading.
T COLONTAL SECRETARY
=

St e B e veqed g Mhied G,
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Hon. 8. STUBBS (Metropolitan-Suhb-
urban): The Bill should not be rushed
upon us at this late bour of the session.
Less than five minutes ago he had seen

the Bill for the first time. This
was not the proper time to rush a
Bill  througlh. Wilth  rezard o the
vesied Inferestx, lw  was not  con-

cerned su mueh upon that point as upon
the prineiple of rushing legislation. In
a previons session lie had entered his pro-
test against Bills being rushed through in
this way, and again he was guing {o enter
his protest on this cecasion by voting
against the Bill. The functivus ot the
Upper Hovse were foo Linportant to ad-
wit of rushing Bills through e live min-
utes. I hon, members were only so
wany voling maehines then the ooner the
Houze was done away with the better.
He had not had time (o consider this Bill,
=0 lwe was going o vole agzainst it It
wits hardly fair that another place should
rush a Bill througl in five minutes and
expect this IHouse (o swallow il. Sowme
day a Bill would be rushed through and
it would be found that a nistake had
been made. XNine out of ten of the wem-
hers who would vote tfor this Bill to-night
havdy knew what s object was.

The Colowial  Secretary @ You
searcely answer for other members,

Hon, = STVBBS: Having aboul as
much brain eapacity as any ordinary man
he maimained that the rushing of Bills
througzl in fhis manner was not a proper
thing.  He was going to enter hiz protest
by voting against the Bill.

can

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (East): PPro-
tests ¢f the =ort had been entered not enly
in this <ession but i other dons. Mr.
Randell had deprecated the same thing,
vet hon, members were poing on session
after session accepting this sort of thing.
He had no zerions objection to the Bill,
He believed From all he had heard that
it wax a very vowd Bill: but his thourhts
teavelled very slowly, and e had nat heen
able to era=p all that the Bill meani. He
knew very little about the loealily, hut he
nnderstoud that it was jll:-t‘ pn:—_-‘.il)le thaf
in pa-~ing thix Bill hon. members micht
B rumninge 1he eountry inte some litiga-
Hou. Tt was pox<ible fiat hon. members
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would be the means of setting in motion
gsome action for damages against the Gov-
arnment, wlhich would probably land the
countey I @ome costly proceedings.  1f,
ag had Deen hinted, there were any pri-
vate companies that had vested inlevesis,
he did not see what there was to stop them

in an aciion agaiost the Government to.

recover damages to the tune of £100.000
or more. e did not like to he a party
to vushing throngh in live minules a Bill
of which he knew nothing. He had ne
objection 1o the Bill, but he honestly
thought it ought to he pestponed for af
least another day, so that if there were
unything behind the scenes at all, hon.
members would have a few hours’ grace
in which to digest any matfers that might
be Drouwght forward. Althongh not
against the measure itself, he wag agninst
its going through all itz sitages withont
our knowing anvthing abewr . TF 3t
went to a vofe he would vote against the
third reading.

Hon, G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
In regard to this matter he was with the
members who had just spoken, if only as
an assertion of a prineiple, and to protest
against this sort of thing. If oceasion
aroze he would vote with the noes.

Hon, F. M. CLARKE (Sonth-\Wesf) :
Houn. members had been here waiting and
ready to zo to work, and in tive minutes
they were expected to rush a Bill through
in this fashion. He was going to protest
against this sort of thing, and the only
expedient was fo vote against the measure,
ax o prolest against this procedure which
wax put upon them session after session.
He wounld vete against the Bill.

HMon, R. LAURTE (West) : Tt was ta
he hoped the House would not throw out
the Rill. Could hon. wembers say thal
if was the fault of the Fremantle Conneil
that this weasure had not heen hvought
forward carlier? Was it not the fault
rather, of another place? The people at
Fremantle had been endeavouring ta se-
cure the power to bhorrow this money, and
he had not heard one word said against
the Bil.  The Bill was (o enable the
Couneil L raise money to carry on the
tramways, In any ease. the proper time
to have protested was on the second read-
ing. The last elause in the measwmre would
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show hon. members what the Bill was
partly for. The pareni Aet gave the
Tramway Board power to go to the muni-
cipal couneils at any {ime for money with
whielt to carry on its business. These
moneys that Lad been borrowed to carry
on this work had been taken from the
vates, wiih the result that the town had,
in a measure, suffered. Those who had
spoken  had nothing whatever to say
against ihe measure. Their remarks had
been uttered as a protest against the man-
ner in whieh it had been brought forward.
It was not the fiault of the Council. Why,
then, should the Council spffer because
the business had been kept in a congested
slate in another place, and only at the
Inst moment the Bill had heen brought
down.  He hoped no drastie action would
be taken. 1f it weve thought that the
sum wps too great it was to be remem-
hered that before a shilling of the money
was raised in all probability a referendumn
would be taken as to whether the whale
amount was {0 he raised in one som or
not. Tle trusted that no attempt would
be made to throw oui the Bill.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (in
reply)y ¢+ When a  private member of
this Bonse he had held, and he still
held the samne opinion, that this Chamber
should not be asked to pass Bills wilhout
heing afforded amnple time for considera-
tion. He thought he could justly claim
as Leader of the House during this ses-
sion that {hrough his efforts the Honse
had nor heen asked to pass any Bills hur-
riedlv.  We had had ample iime all this
zession, buf, unfortunalely, there was this
one Bill that hiad e¢ome down ratber hur-

riedly.
Hon, (. Randell : There are others to
follonw.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: As
Mr. Randell said, there were ntherz (o
follow ;  but then they had heen debatled,
and, lo a certain extent, possed already.
But if M. Stubbs had further wished to
consider this Bill he could have done so.
M. Stubbs rather misunderstood his (the
Colonial Secretary’s) interjection. When
AMr. Stubbs stated that nine ouni of ten
members had never read the Bill he
(the Colonial Secretary) bad inter-
jected that My, Stubbs could not answer
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for others. and apparently, Mr. Siubbs
aul taken the interjection mistakenly.
- As Leader of the House he had no wish
to force the Bill through, but as it was
rather of local interest t¢ the munici-
palities of Fremantle and East  Fre-
mantle, and seeing that their represen-
tatives were satistied and that the Bill
was brought in at their request, mem-
bers should not care so mueh as if it
were anotfher Bill of wider interest or
covering the whole State. If any mem-
her had suggested Lhat the second read-
ing be postponed unfil the uext sitting
it would have given ample time to look
into what wax, afier all, only a swmall
weasure. Though we should not be asked
{0 pass any Bills hastily, the contention
in this regard would noi held on this
aceasion, and if members had passed the
second reading and Commiiree stages,
it was only because members were agree-
ahle to so doing. This was a non-con-
tentions measure. and it was oniy a
question as to wlhether the people of
Fremantle and Tast Fremantle should
ba allowed to burden themselves with an
extra £30,000 for cheir trams.
Question pnt and passed.
Bill vead a thixl time and passed.

BILL—LOAN, £1,445.000.
JHE Stages.
Received frow the Leoislative Assemi-
bly and read a first iime.

Second reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. Do Commnlly) in moving the second
reading said: It will not be necessary
for me to speak at any lenglh in regard
te this Bill giving authority for raising
£1, 445000 ¢ bhecanse we will  have
further vpportunity, if the House is
su degirons, of discussing the details of
the measurve, that iz, on the Loan Esti-
mates. Hon. members will understand
that passing o Lean Bill iz somewhat
different  to passing an ordinary Bill,
hecause the House has at least three op-
portnpities of discussing the details. At
one time we pass a Bill acthorising the
Government. when the macket iz favour-
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able. o raire & certain amoum; and then
when the nmwmey is raised. say half a
million, Loan Estimates arve brought
down [or the expenditure of that money,
and there we have another opportunity
of saying whether we approve of the ex-
penditure as it ix sel out in those Esti-
mates.  Thirdiy. in most cases we have
Bills brought down for partienlar works,
mostly railways proposed io be built. So
afier all, in giving approval  for the
raising of £1.4H5.000 we do not de it,
as it were, hurrviedly.  If members will
turn to the fiest sehedule attached to this
Bill, they will see that most of the works
contemplated under this measure have
already been authorised by Parliament.
In faet Pacliument has already discuszed
the particular merits of (he great majn-
rity of ihe railways embodied in the
sehedule, so we have alveady approved of
the expenditure of a big proportion of
the money this Bill gives authority for
raising.

Hon, W, Kingsmitl: Say a little about
the item “ Busselton jetty exrension.”

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : That
of cowrse 1= an item that has not vet
been passed and deez nol need a Bill,
but at a later stage 1 will give the House
more delailed iunformation on these items.
They can be singled out in Commitiee
wlen the Loan Fstimates ¢ome forward.
The tofal loan auiborvisations to the end
of Tune lasl amounted to £20.000,000,
and the total amouit expended to that
dare was £18.165.000.  There is nothing
new in the Bill with the exception of (he
propoesal in regard 1o sinking fund. In
the past the sinking funds have varied,
heing three per ceat. on one loan. one
amd a-half per cent. on another. and in
the majority of cases one per cent. We
provide for three per cent. on the Gold-
tielils Water Scheue loan, but ahnost all
the other authorisaiens earvy one  per
cenl. sinking futl.  The half .per cent.
sinking fund new proposed witl, as hon.
members know. appiy only ro leans te bhe
catsed in the furure. It 1s nob contem-
plated in the slizhtest to interfere with
the sinking fund on loans raised in the
pazt, which, of course. heinge  statutory,
must remain as at present: but there is
ne reason why the sinkine fund in the
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future should net be reduced to a-half per
cent. Indeed there are good reasons
why it should be redueed. If we had
to pay ouly a-half per eent. sinking fund
on onr loans, we would be paying only
£88,000 per year instead of £244.000. A
Thalf per eent. sinking fund invested at
3 per eent. eompound interest, will redeem
A loan in 66 vears while a one per cent.
sinking fund redeems a loan in 47 vears.
Seeing that the bulk of our loan expendi-
ture has heen on railways ceven less 1han
a-half per cenl. would be an ample sink-
tng fund, since there is not  the least
doubt that at the end of GG years or 47
years, as the case may be, owr railways
will he a better asset than they are to-
day, hecause, with the maintenance going
on, they arve now probably betier roads
than when they were pul down.  The
Commonwealth  proposes  to establish
a-half per cent. sinking fund, aud it is
wenerally admitted that a-half per cent.
sinking fund is ample. 1T do nnt think
ihat the redueliom in owr sinking fund is
at all likely 1o injure ihe eredit of the
State, becanse we tind to-day, though we
have ns good  assets as other States to
offer for our loans, and though we pro-
vide a sinking fund of one per eent,, we
ot no betler prices ou our loans on the
average than the other States who in some
instances provide no sinking fund af all.
T think this goes to show that it will noi
jure our eredit, nor do I think we ob-
tain better prices for our loans through
having a sinking fund of one per cent.
than if we had no sinking fund at all.

Hon. F. Connor: Then strike out lhe
half per cent.

The COLAONIAL SECRETARY: No;
I think it is a wise poliey and a proper
poliey to have a sinking fund. Mevely
becanse we do not get a hetter price for
our loans than States that do not provide
sinking funds, would nol juslify ws in
striking ount the sinking fund altngether.
It is a wire provision thal a sinking fund
should be provided in order that in time
the loan will he paid off. T de not
know thal it is necessary for me to give
any further deinils in  connection with
this Bill. It is simply authorising the
Government fo raise £1,445.000, prinei-
pally for works already auihorised by
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the House; and ns regards new railways
members will  have further opporfuniry
of diseussing them hefore (he money is
spent.  Iun the ease of any milways that
have not yet heen passed. aml which this
Bill epvers, Rills will have to  be sub-
tiitted for approval hefare thev are eon-
strueted 5 bub as regards  other  works
covered hy fhe Bill there will he an op-
portunily for discussing them n detail,
if members so desire, when the Loan Esti-
mates eome down later on. I move—
That the Bill be now read o second
fine.

Hon, W. KINGSAMILL (Metropolitan-
Suburban}: 1 listenesl with a great deal
of interest (v some meithers bewailing
the Eaet that a Bill of =o little importance
—it [ way wse the expression—as ihe
Fremantle Municipal Tramways Bill was
heing  rushed through  the House. 1t
their rewarks applied in that ease, how
mueh more would they apply in this case?
However, | suppuse it is o use entering
any protest. It is the way of all Govern-

ments, I have myself been a sinner
in  this vespect amnd  hasten  jo zay so
befure anyhody else =ays . I may
say at  all events thar this ,Bill is
proposing  in one  vespeet  a most
decided  innovation, and  that  is

with regard to the proposed alteraiion
in the snking fund for thi= loan.
I lake it, although the Colonial Secretary
did not say so, thal the provision in tlis
clause applies o this Bill only.

The Colonial Secretary : |
said that.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL:
seijuent lonns?

think [

And 1 sub-

The Colonial Secretary @ Thar s for
future Governmenls 1o say; I presume it
will not be inereased again.

Hon, W, KINGSMITL: As I read the
clanse it applies (o this pariienlar loan
only. Thai being =0 T feel inelined. as
an experimeni. o see what cffert it will
have an the market. not io offer any =eri-
vus objection.  The argnment which has
heen used by (e Colonial Seevetary ihat
other rountries did not provide a sinking
fund has abzolutely nothing to de with
the cage. bhecause there are other condi-
tions in other epuntries which govern the
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position.  Seeing also that this alteration
is contemmplated only in the case of this
particular loan, as 1 siated. 1 do not feel
neliced to offer any serious objection to
‘it, On account of the fact that when this
Bill is in Commitiee 1 will be in the Chair.
and will not be able 1o offer any remarks
upon smne of the items, | hope the Leades
of the House will make a note of the fact
that 1 would like some information to he
given with reward 1o the pruposal to ex-
tend ihe Busselion jeily. 1 see that no
Tess a stm than £23,000 iz pat down tor
this purpose. 1 want to know why this
_jetty is fo he extended, aud what guaran-
tee the Government have heen given that
it will be used for the purpose they think
it will he used for.

Hon. M. L. Moss : How many ships
went there iu the last twelve months ?

Hon, W, KINGSMILL : T think only
‘two, and 1 congratulate those pioneers of
navigation in going to such a place. T
much doubt if this is the normal rate of
shipping there, whether this country is
Justified in spendine such a laree sum m
the jeity. [ presume this £25,000 is to
be spent with a view to encouraging tim-
ber tratlic, whieh may otherwise 2o to
Bunbury.

Phe Colowial Seeretary -
good guarantee.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL : 1 presume
this is to enecourage fimber traflic. This
-eountry has already spent a great deal of
money and 1= about to spend more in the
construction of the Nanuup rvailway. [T
I am right m that connection I congratu-
late those people who have heen well
looked after by this Siate. T heg to sup-
port the second reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY
Gu reply) : In rveply to Mr. Kings-
mill with respeet to ihe item he veferred
to in the schedule. T would like to state
that though he said only two ships went
to this partienlar port in a ecertain time.
it is not a question what shipping has
gone there in the past. it ig a question
of what shipping will be likely 1o o there
in the future. This £25,000 of course
has not been placed on the Loean Bill
-without  due consideration and without
-going into  the question thoroughly.
It is propused Lo extend and {o strengthen

There 15 2
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the old jetly so ax 1o allow heavy loeo-
wmalives and rains (o pass over . The
extension will he some 1,300 fect and this
will take it into deep waier, whilst =ome
dredging to a depth of 2% feet will be
carried out,  The Limber likely io yo from
Bussellon would nal be likely to go from
Bunbury, becanse the timber that it is
anlicipated will be shipped From there will
come from a different quarier, the Black-
woml River Distviet, which iz nearer to
Buszelton.  The timber companies would
not pay the railage to Bunbury and ship
it Trom there.  The West Australian
Jarealr Sawmills arve putting in a privale
line and are vomnecting that with a large
mill.  They estimale lhat the vntpur will
be S0 loads a day : indeed they guarantee
this for a number of vears, They expect
and olse guaraniee an export of anyvthing
hetween 30.000 and 40.000 loads of tim-
her per annwm.

Hon., W. Kingsmill :
mean by guarantee ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY @ 1
do net knaw the full details, but this is a
good company with a hig eapital and 2ood
assets, and their guaraniee ought 16 he
considered a snund husiness propositiot,
The puarvantee is given to the revenue in
the =hape of jelty dues and eharzes, and
the sum will he not less than £2.000 per
annum for a period of 10 years., Hav-
ing received this guarantee members will
not deny thar it warrants expendituve of
the sumn of money which appenrs in the
schedule of the Foan Bill.  There are
these timher leases belonging to thi= parti-
cular company. and there are others which
are likely to he taken up. lLel me zay
alzo that wifh regard 1o the iimher in-
dustey that il iz very brisk at presenr, and
if it voes on as we anticipate it will.there
will not he room for the entire shipping
withoul making conziderable  improve-
ments to Bunbury.  Probably more will
have 10 be expended at Bunbury,

fon, M. Kingsmill :
nearly as mueh ihere.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
Having this guarantee thai I have referred
fo, T think the Governmeni arve justified
in including the amount in rhese Txti-
mates.

What do

von

We have ~pent
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Hon. F. CONNOR (North) : I donot
wigh to take up very much time ; T only
rose to say that the Leader of the House
got np to veply te this question without
giving anybody else an oppoctunity of
speaking. :

The Colonial Secretary : The guestion
was heing put when I rose.

Hon. ¥. CONNOR : I am not com-
plaining about that, T just want it to be
understood that it might be that there
are some items in this Bill in eonnection
with which we might like to have some
information before voting on the second
reading. I want to know something about
the item, Discounts and Flotation expen-
ses, £59,000 ; and there is another item

just preceding it, Publie  Buildings,
£183,000.
The Colonial Seeretary :  The hon.

member will get all the details in the
Revenue Estimates.

Hon. F. CONNOR : But we are pass-
ing this Bill without knowing what we
are passing it for. '

The Colonial Secretary : You cannot
explain it on this Bill without passing
the Loan Estimates.

Hon. F. CONNOR : But some more
information should have been given about
these items. Tt is just like - another
place : we are simply sent work down
and we are asked to swallow it without
any lueid explanation. T want it to he
understood also that when the Leader of
the Honse is replying, that he should
have the courtesy to wait and see whether
any other hon. members want lo speak.

The Colonial Seeretary: 1 think T can
acguit myself on this oceasion. The
President was about to put the question
and [ eertainly have no recolleetion of the
hon. member rising when JMry. Kingzmill
=al down,

Hon. ¢ SOMMERS  (Metropolitan) :
T would like to know if there is anything
in the Loan Estimates of importance
whielt iz not in this Bill. T am given to
understand, seeing that there is no refer-
ence lere to the Fremantle dock, that
the Loan Estimates will eontain the item.
Tf we bad it in this Bill # would be open
to us to take exception, whercas in the
FToan Estimates it will be a difficult mat-
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ter for us to do anything. Seeing that
this loau is to be aothorised, I want to
know whether the items set out in the
schedule are substantinlly the same as ap-
pear in the Loan Estimates. This infor-
mation is due from the Leader of the
Housge, who should explain whether any-
thing is being hidden.

The Colonial Secretary : The Loan
Estimates may eontain items helonging to
previons loans.

Quegtion put and passzed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commnittee.

Clauses 1 to T—agreed lo.

First Schedule:

Hon, V. JAMERSLEY : What was
the meaning of the itein “ Depuarhinental,
£116,000 72

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tn-
1l guite recentiy a Loan Bill did not con-
tain u schedule at all. The items in the
sehedule would have to be included in the
Loan  Estimates, The schedule was in-
serted for general information. As to
the item “ Departmental,” there were
wages and salaries to be paid in eonnee-
tion with the construetion of works out
of loan wmoney. In eonnection with o
new railway, surveys had to be made be-
fore ihe contraet was lef. Salaries had
to be paid for drawing plans and so on.

Hon. ¢, SOMMERS: Had the £14,000
for the Dowerin, Eastward line and the
£3,000 for the Goomalling-Wongan line
been expended?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Goomalling-Wongan line had wot been
huilt, and until a Bill was passed by the
House the line could net he constructed.
The same esuld be =aid in regard to the
ling from Deowerin, Eastward.  During
the next sesziom, probably. these railway
Bills would be bronght forward. The
Government  were authorized lo raise
L14000 for the Dowerin line, and £5,000
for the Goomallivg-Wongan line.

Hem, K., Pennefather: The amounts
are ear-marked.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Fivst Schedule put and passed.

Second and third Schedules—agreed to.

Preamble. Title—agreed to.



Prorogation arrangemenis.
Bill reporteld withont amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third lime. and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—PRORQGATION
ARRANGEMENTS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : H
wax his intention to move that the House
at its rising adjourn wdil 11 aam. lo-
morrow, or, if memhers raised no ohjec-
tion, untl 1030 aam. It was thought
that the provegation was not far distant,
and that another place would get (hrough
the Loan Estimates and the Appropria-
tion Rill this evening : then it would he
for members of this House tn catch
ap to the Assemhly. Tt would be
necessary to meet to-morrow morning, and
perhaps on Monday, so that we might
vateh up with the work and prorogue
on Tuesday, or if we wot throneh the
work earlier, the prorogation could take
place earlier. Had members any ohjee-
tion to meeiing at 10.30 an?

Members: No,

The COLONTAL
moved—

Phat the Haouse at its rising adjourn
until 1030 am. ta-morrow.

Question  passed.

SECRETARY

House adjourned at S.52 p.m,
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The SPI,A]\H{ took the Chair at 2,30
P and read prayers.

REPORT—LIQUOR LAWS,

The PREMIER. in laying on the Table
the report prepared by Mr. A, Carson, on
the operation of the hquor laws in the
States of Vietoria and New Seuth Wales
and in the Dominion of New Zealand,
saul :—This report. in my opinion, is vhe
of (he most valnable rontributions an this
subject it has heen my privilege to peruse,
ard T am sure, after a perusal of the re-
port members will agree that it is a mosl
usetul publieation e¢vuehed in temperate
language, and conveving io the rcader
that it has bheen written by one who has
crasped the =ubject intelligently and en-
deavoured to put aside all hins wlhen deal-
iny with it,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier 1, Repuort wn the
operation of the liquor laws in Vietoria,
New South Wales, and New Zealand by
Mr. Alfred Carson. 2, Report of Board
of Guvernors of the High School to 30th
June, U8,

QUESTION—GOVERNORS.
APPOINTMENTS.

Mr. TROY (without notice) asked the
Dvemsier: 1s it the intention of the Gov-
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